THE STORM IN           EAST



astic support of Mr. Gladstone at this juncture was 1877.
a symbol of Radical allegiance. It was not till the
fifth night of the debate that Mr. Gladstone re- May n.
plied and the House divided. The majority for the
Government was 131, and far in excess of anything
upon which the Ministerial Whips could have
calculated when they came into office. Many
Irish Home Rulers were absent, and of those who
voted, the majority went against Mr. Gladstone.
Except Mr. Patrick Smyth, a mere declaimer,
though a fine one, and Mr. Martin Sullivan, they
seemed to take no interest in the Christians of the
East. Mr. Gladstone had achieved a great per-
sonal triumph, and once more vindicated his supre-
macy in debate. But the Liberal party had shown
the vacillation of their purposes, the irresolution of
their counsels, and the timidity of their nominal
chiefs. Against such a heterogeneous combination.
so unskilfully led, the Government were perfectly
safe, whatever they did, or failed to do.